
 2011-2012 Schmidt Youth Vocal Competitions 
(Please circle the competition for which you are applying) 

 
March 24, 2012 Atlanta, GA (Atlanta Opera)      
April 28, 2012 Greencastle, IN (DePauw) 
May 12, 2012 Oxford, OH (Miami University) 

   
 
                       

Name______________________________________________ Social Security #_____________________________ 
(Please print clearly and list your name as you would like it to appear in the program) 

 
Street Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City_____________________________________ State_________________ Zip Code________________________ 
 
Home Phone (___)_____________________________ Cell Phone (_____)_________________________________ 
 
E-Mail Address (IMPORTANT: please print legibly) _______________________________________  
 
Your approximate travel time to the competition site ______________________________________  
 
Class (circle one) SR      JR     SOPH        Date of Birth _______________   Male _______    Female _______________ 
 
Have you competed in a Schmidt Youth Vocal Competition in the past 12 months? 
No ____ Yes ____ If yes, when and where? __________________________________________________________ 
 
Song Selections: (After “Work”, print title of opera or musical, if applicable) 

 
1. Title_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Composer_____________________________________ Work _____________________________ 
2. Title_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Composer_____________________________________ Work _____________________________ 
3. Title_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Composer_____________________________________ Work _____________________________ 
 

 

¶ Music must represent different periods and styles. Only one Broadway/non-classical selection is  allowed. 
¶ Student chooses the first song and judges will select the next song. 
¶ Maximum performance time is seven (7) minutes for both songs. 
¶ Songs selected and performed must be memorized. 
¶ Accompanist will be provided. 
¶ Student will supply music for each selection for the accompanist. 
¶ To be eligible for prizes, students must stay until all prizes have been awarded.  
 

 
Teacher Recommendation: 
I certify that ___________________________________________________ is ready for this vocal competition. 
Teacher Name: _____________________________________ Phone (_____)___________________________ 
(Please print clearly) 

School (or affiliation) _______________________________ E-mail Address: ______________________________ 

 
 
 

Applications are due one month prior to the competition date 
 

Mail applications with a twenty five dollar ($25) check made payable to 
Ȱ7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ %Ȣ 3ÃÈÍÉÄÔ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÔÏȡ 

Schmidt Competition, Schmidt Vocal Arts Center, 412 Rose Street, Lexington, KY 40506-0433 
Additional application forms are available at: www.schmidtcompetition.org and www.ukoperatheatre.org 

For more information contact: schmidtcompinfo@gmail.com 
 

http://www.schmidtcompetition.org/
http://www.ukoperatheatre.org/
mailto:schmidtcompinfo@gmail.com


Schmidt Youth Vocal Competition 2011-2012 
 

When & Where: Atlanta, GA ɀ Atlanta Opera ɀ March 24, 2012 
 
Greencastle, IN ɀ DePauw University ɀ April 28, 2012 
 
Oxford, OH ɀ Miami University ɀ May 12, 2012 
 
 

Why:  To encourage and honor outstanding high school singers. 

Who is Eligible:   IƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎƻǇƘƻƳƻǊŜǎΣ ƧǳƴƛƻǊǎΣ ƻǊ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǾŜƴǳŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƎǳƻǳǎ 
states, recommended by their choral directors or vocal teachers. Singers from non contiguous states that are 
interested should contact the coordinator for an exception consideration.  Singers may not enter more than one 
Schmidt Youth Vocal Competition within twelve (12) months of each other, unless the competitions take 
place in the same state. First-place winners may not enter another Schmidt Youth Vocal Competition, although 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ encouraged to keep in contact with the competition as 
their musical career progresses. 

Competition Repertoire: Applicants must be prepared to present three (3) musical compositions from 
standard literature representing different periods and styles, for example, Classical, Romantic, Impressionistic or 
Contemporary Art Song. One selection may be from Broadway or musical theatre repertoire. All selections must be 
memorized. A professional accompanist will be selected and provided for the competition by the Schmidt Foundation. 
(No individual, personal accompanists may be used.) Singers will need to provide one (1) copy of printed music that is 
clear and easy to read for each of their songs. The printed music should be in a binder and well marked to convey 
cuts, stops and starts. Singers should bring this binder with them on the day of the competition. 

Judging Criteria: There will be three (3) to five (5) judges. The young artists will be judged on beauty of voice, 
technical skill, musicality, accuracy, and presentation. 

Competition Procedure: The first round of competition will begin early in the morning and each singer is 
allotted  seven (7) minutes. All singers will have the opportunity to perform two (2) pieces ς the first selected by the 
singer, the second selected by the judges. After a break, participants for a free master class are announced, and the 
master class commences in the early afternoon. After the master class the finalists are announced and asked to sing 
in the final round. The number of finalists is at the discretion of the judges but cannot exceed ten (10). During this 
final round the singers will again be asked to sing two (2) pieces - their third selection and either of the first round 
pieces they prefer. Non-finalists are still eligible for prizes. 
 
To be eligible for prizes, competitors must stay until all prizes have been awarded. Please note: THIS COMPETITION IS 
AN ALL DAY EVENT (8am to 6pm).  Timeslots will be assigned near the competition date.  If, for example, your time is 
10 am, you are not required to arrive until 30 minutes before, but you are encouraged to come watch.  However, you 
cannot leave the competition early to be eligible for prize money.  If you have a conflict on the day of the competition 
and cannot commit to attending the entire day, please do not enter.     
 

All rounds of the competition are free and open to the public.  Parents, teachers, family, friends are 
welcome. 

 
Cash awards to be presented at each competition: 
 

1st Place: $2,000    Most Promising Sophomore: $100 
2nd Place: $1,500   Encouragement Awards: $100 
3rd Place: $1,000    
Finalists: $100 each    

 
How to Apply: See your music teacher for an application or download an application at: 
www.schmidtcompetition.org or click on the competitions tab at www.ukoperatheatre.org 

 
QUESTIONS? Contact Mark Kano, Schmidt Competition Coordinator, by phone (859) 257-4536 
or by email schmidtcompinfo@gmail.com 
 

Space is limited. Apply early. 
 
 

http://www.schmidtcompetition.org/
http://www.ukoperatheatre.org/
mailto:schmidtcompinfo@gmail.com


 
The William E. Schmidt 
Youth Vocal Competition 
 
A History 
 
The Schmidt Youth Vocal Competition is sponsored by the William E. Schmidt Foundation and was inspired by 
!ƴƴŀ [ŜŜ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΣ aǊΦ {ŎƘƳƛŘǘΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΦ aŀƴȅ ǎƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ aŀŎ!ƭƭƛǎǘŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘǎΣ 
a vocal competition for professional and college singers held in Indianapolis, Indiana. The Schmidt Competition, a 
division of the MacAllister awards, was started in 1992 to provide a concurrent competition opportunity for high 
school singers in Indiana. Even though the MacAllister Awards no longer exist, the Schmidt Youth Vocal 
Competition continues to grow. In 2006, Mr. Schmidt added a competition in Sarasota, Florida where he and Mrs. 
Schmidt currently reside. Originally from Irvine, Kentucky, Mr. Schmidt made Lexington, KY, the third Schmidt 
Youth Vocal Competition site beginning in 2007. Since then the competition has taken place from California to New 
York and continues to grow. 
 
The competition is open to talented vocal artists who are currently high school sophomores, juniors or seniors, and 
who are recommended by their vocal teachers or choral directors. Distinguished professors of voice and opera 
from major universities as well as professional opera singers from around the country serve as judges for the 
competition. 
 
The prizes for the competition are noteworthy for their generosity. Cash awards for the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
winners are $2,000, $1,500 and $1,000, respectively. The remaining finalists receive awards of $100 each, and 
other awards incƭǳŘŜ άaƻǎǘ tǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ {ƻǇƘƻƳƻǊŜΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ά9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ !ǿŀǊŘǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘƻǇ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ students, and intentionally distributed among several of the contestants 
in the hope that the encouragement will ignite their drive and determination to excel in future competitions. 
 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŜŀŎƘ ŜƴǘǊŀƴǘΩǎ ŎǊƛǘƛǉǳŜ ǎƘŜŜǘ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ǎǘŀȅ ǘƻ 
confer and offer individual comments and support. This competition is more about learning and experience than 
winning ς we hire only judges that are consummate artists focused on supporting and developing young talent.  
Because these are young singers, constructive criticism is offered in the most positive of manners. 
 
The goal of The William E. Schmidt Youth Vocal Competition is to encourage and nurture young people in the arts. 
We create a warm, inviting atmosphere in which young singers can compete to the best of their abilities. Each 
competition is a full and rewarding day for everyone involved. 
 
Many past winners of the Schmidt Youth Vocal Competition have gone on to pursue music degrees and successful 
careers. Those who have chosen other career paths continue to benefit from their past musical experience in the 
competition - 
 

ȣÍusic is truly a lifetime gift that we share with others. 
 

 
The William E. Schmidt Foundation 

www.schmidtfoundation.org 
www.schmidtcompetition.org 

 
University of Kentucky Opera Theatre 

www.ukoperatheatre.org 

 

http://www.schmidtfoundation.org/
http://www.schmidtcompetition.org/
http://www.ukoperatheatre.org/

